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DEFINITIONS OF MIGRATION POLICY VARIABLES

Variable name Variable definition Response categories 

View on immigration Indicates how the Government perceives 

the overall level of documented or regular 

immigration into the country. It includes 

immigration for permanent settlement, 

temporary work or family reunification. 

Government views towards asylum seekers, 

refugees and undocumented immigrants are 

not considered. 

Too low 

Satisfactory  

Too high 

Policy on immigration Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of documented immigration into 

the country.  

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention

Policy on permanent 

settlement 

Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of immigration for permanent 

settlement into the country. 

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention

Policy on highly skilled 

workers 

Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of immigration of highly skilled 

workers into the country. Highly skilled 

migrants generally include highly qualified 

workers with post-secondary technical or 

professional education or job experience, 

especially with qualifications or skills in 

demand in the host country. 

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention

Policy on temporary 

workers 

Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of immigration of temporary 

workers into the country. Temporary labour 

migration may include seasonal workers, 

contract and project-linked workers, guest 

workers and other cross-border workers 

that are admitted for a fixed duration 

without the expectation of obtaining 

permanent resident status. 

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention

Policy on family

reunification 

Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of immigration for family 

reunification. Migration for family 

reunification mostly includes family 

members considered dependants, usually 

the spouse and minor children (even if the 

spouse is not financially dependent). 

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention
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Variable name Variable definition Response categories 

Policy on integration 

of non-nationals 

Indicates whether the Government has 

policies or programmes aimed at 

integrating non-nationals into society. 

These may include provisions for social 

services, involvement in civil and 

community activities, language training, 

and legal provisions to ensure 

non-discrimination of foreigners.  

Yes 

No

Policy on naturalization Indicates whether there are legal provisions 

to allow immigrants to become naturalized 

citizens under certain conditions. Countries 

where naturalization was available to only 

certain categories of immigrants or where 

the residency requirement was 10 years or 

longer were categorized as having “more 

restrictive” naturalization policies.  

Yes, less restrictive 

Yes, more restrictive 

No

Programmes to facilitate 

return of migrants to  

their home countries 

Indicates whether the Government has 

instituted programmes to encourage or 

facilitate the return of immigrants to their 

home countries. Such programmes may 

include assisted return programmes and 

schemes to reintegrate return migrants in 

their countries of origin.  

Yes 

No

Level of concern about 

irregular migration 

Indicates the extent to which the 

Government considers the undocumented 

or irregular immigration into the country to 

be a concern. Migrants in irregular situation 

are those who have either entered a country 

without proper documents or authorization 

or who have stayed beyond their authorized 

time period. Government’s concerns about 

its own citizens living abroad in irregular 

conditions are not considered. 

Major concern 

Minor concern 

Not a concern 

View on emigration Indicates how the Government perceives 

the level of emigration from the country.  

Too low 

Satisfactory  

Too high  

Policy on emigration Indicates Government’s policy to influence 

the level of emigration from the country. 

Raise 

Maintain 

Lower 

No intervention
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Variable name Variable definition Response categories 

Acceptance of dual 

citizenship 

Indicates whether the Government permits 

its citizens to retain their original 

citizenship upon acquiring citizenship of 

another country, and if yes, under what 

conditions or restrictions. The conditions 

may refer to (i) the countries involved 

(acceptance of dual citizenship when some 

specific countries are involved but not 

others) or (ii) the rights involved 

(acceptance of dual citizenship with some 

restrictions to full citizenship rights). 

Yes, non-restrictive 

Yes, restrictive 

No

Policy to encourage the 

return of citizens 

Indicates whether the Government has 

instituted policies or programme initiatives 

to encourage the return of their citizens 

living abroad. 

Yes 

No

Special governmental  

unit dealing with  

diaspora 

Indicates whether the Government has a 

special unit, department or ministry to deal 

with the matters concerning the country’s 

diaspora. 

Yes 

No

Measures to attract 

investment by diaspora 

Indicates specific policy measures, 

including financial incentives that the 

Government has adopted to encourage or 

facilitate investment in the country by their 

diaspora.  

1. Tax exceptions or 

breaks 

2. Reduction of tariffs 

on goods or import 

duties for diaspora 

companies 

3. Preferential 

treatment in providing 

credit 

4. Preferential 

treatment in allotment 

of licences 

5. Streamlined 

bureaucratic 

procedures for 

investment 

6. Diaspora bond/ 

mutual fund 

None of these


